Life member

MANUFACTURER’S FEDERATION

Eric May - Abingdons Transport Equipment Ltd

For this life member profile, we journey back to the earliest days of our federation, to the very first meeting of the
TTMF and to the election of its first president.

It occurred in Wellington on a cloudless St Valentine’s Day, 1957.

The man who chaired that meeting and would subsequently be elected the TTMF’s first president was FW.J. (Eric)
May.

Unlike many other members, the May name does not live on our industry, but the foresight and vision Eric May
exhibited back in 1957 remain instrumental to who and what we are today.

That first meeting, attended by some of the biggest and influential trailer builders of the era, was formed for the sole
purpose of protecting our industry from the introduction of a new import tariff emanating out of the U.K. and putting
our local industry at risk.

It was also arguably the first time this group of fiercely competitive trailer builders had presented a cohesive and
united “face” in advocating for the industry as a whole.

And that remains the cornerstone of the Federation.

Eric May was an interesting character and so was the company he owned. Eric, who was the son of the founder of
Abingdon Trailers, always argued that his father’s company was the first commercial trailer builder in New Zealand.
That is disputed. As our federation history, Ridin’ the Rainbow, reveals that honour goes to Inglis Bros who predate
Abingdon by several years.
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Somewhat ironically, it was Rod Steel who orchestrated the demise of Abingdon Transport Equipment when he
bought all of Eric’s shares, primarily to gain the company’s valuable import licence. Details of the deal are unknown,
but we can hope Eric May retired a wealthy man.

FW.J. (Eric) May was our president in 1957 and made a Life Member in 1964 —the first to receive that honour.



