E. I. ToAILEE NARFACTT===S" PEISSATION

Einctes of Meeting of representatives of the menufacturers of
trsilers in Bew Zesland, held in the office of Hcllahon Motor Supplies
It3., 29 Earriz Street, Wellinzton, on Thursdsy, 1Lth Februsry, 1957
2t 10=-15 s8:0. d :

PHESENTS Representstives of the followlingi
Hame of Manufacturer Represented Ey
Abingdons Lid. F.W,.J, Hay
He Denton & Co. Ltd. Edwin T. Tidd
Freighter Troilers Ltd. L.A+ Ross

. J« Vs Stevens
Eighway Tranzport Engineering Litd. D, P. Domett

Steal Bros.(Addington)Ltd. R, D. H. 8teel
Steel Tanks & Structures Lid. 3. G. Horner
Tapper Trensport Engineering L$d. - F. P. Tapper
Trailer Henufacturing Co.Ltd. G. J. Busfield
We Fo Walker Lid. W, P. Walker
Jack Tidd & Co. Ltd. Edwin T, Tidd

By invitation Hr. D. M. Wilseon

EIECTION OF CHATIRMAN: Mr. FoieJs May waes elected Chasirman of the
meeting.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS: The Chairman explained that steps had been
taken as a2 matter of urgenecy to prepare
submiseions to the Board of Trade in reply to some that had
been entered by the Scciety of Motor Manufacturers' &
Trailers Ltd., United Hingdom. This action had led to
discussions on the advantage of having & form of permanent
organisation which could sct in the joint interests of the
manufecturers in New Zealand, and the present meeting had
been convened with that in mind.

Mr. Vilson deslt in more detail with the
representations mede to the Board of Treds, He said that
a formal hesring was unlikely and that the decision would
be announced with the publication of the new Tariff.
In reply to Mr. Domett, he said that if further submissiona
were to be made they should be lodged as socn as possible,
end that there was wnlikely to be any appesl in the ordinary
course against the decision when announced.

FORMATION OF ORCANISATION: There was a full discussion of the scope
of activities of an orgenisation, snd mention

that it conld discuss such matters as the standardisaticen
of components, inter-changsability of rfittings and group
purchasing. The valus of representastions to werious
authorities would be greater if through an asscclation which
cau%d plso asslst 1ts members with information on trade
motters.

IT "AS RESOLVED (Mr. Busfield/lr.Demett)
thet an organisation be formed.

FORM OF ORGANISATION: Following dlscussion of the verious

- slternatives, IT WAS EESOLVED to constitute
the organisation as’ a separate entity under the name
w1, %, Trailer Henufacturers'! Federation". It was left to
the Secretory io submit for consideration a dref't
constitution with menagement in the hands of a council of
six, including President, Vice President and Immedlate Pact
President, all of whom to be elected snnually with prior
written nomination. It was vlsualised that the council
would mest in the first instance approximately every three
months with two full meetings of members each years

]



EIECTION OF OFFICERS: Officers of the nevw organisation were elected
ag follows:

President Mp, F.W.J. Moy
Viee President Mr. P. p. Tapper
Counecil: Hr. G. J. Busfield

Ure De P. Domett
r, E. T. Tidd

Secretary Hr, D. H. Wilson

FINANCES: IT 'JAS RESOLVED that remunerstion be paid to
the Secretary con the basis of sccounts as
submitted, taking into account the time spent on Federation
business. IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED that each member of the
Federation make on initisl contribution of £25 towards the
cost of the Federation.

AFFPILIATION WITH N.Z. MANUFACTURERS' FEDERATION: In discussing the
Torm of organisation, several members had

stressed the desirability of keeping in close touch with the
N.Zs Manufacturers' Federation, and Mr. A. R. Dellow, the General
Secretary, attended by invitation at 14-45 m.m.  Mr. Dellow
explained ths organisation of individual members through local
associations, and trade groups within the Federations There
were slso outside organisations affilisted to the Manufacturers'
Federation who paid a nominal affilistion fee of £5. 5. 0 fo
£40. 10, 0 and were entitled to recelve regular clrculars and
to be represented et the Annual Conference. Extra gservices
conld be given as appropriste and for a specisl f'ee based on
time engaged. Mr. Dellow said he viould be pleased to glve any
help peossibls to the new opganisation of Trailer Monufacturers
snd would be happy to place the matter of affiliation before
his counecil if application were made. He was thanked for his
opinions and helpfulness.

After Mr, Dellow had left the meeting, IT WAS
HESOLVED (Mr. Stevens/Mr.Tapper) that application bhe made to
the N.Z. Manufecturers' Federstion for effiliation on the hasis
outlined bty Mr. Dellow.

TYRES IT WAS RESOLVED (Mr. Domett/Mr. Busfield) to
approach the N.Z., Rubber Manufacturers seeking
terms for the purchase of tyres similar to those enjoyed by the
manufecturers and assemblers of motor wehicles.

IMPORTED TRAILERS: There was concern expressed that while the
New Zealand manufacturers had to camply with
requirements of the Transport Department, trailers had been
imported that did not conform in terms of length, width or
broking efficiency. It was agreed to take this matter up with
the Transport Department, s 1though recent experience had shown
an incressing realisation by purchasers that ths New Zealand
made traller was best sulted for local conditions and there was
a less demand for imported trailers. In fact some of the
fabrication methods developed in New Zesland were now belng
adopted overssas. -

TRANSPORT RRGULATIONS: It appeared that the interpretation of Transport
Regulations varied as between locolitles, a
particular example of which was a ruling given in Hamilton
relating to articulated wehicles which was not known in other
districts. Standardisation of Transport Regulstions throughout
New Zealand was seen as highly desirable, although there was

the danger that they could become inflexible.
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IT =S E=S0LVED (Mr. Domett/¥r.Ross):

i. That the Transport Department be advised of the
formation of the Federation, end be supplied with
e 1list of members.

2, That the Federation offer its co-operation in
the formulation of standards governing the desaign
of trailers and perts for trailers, a nd ask the
Transport Department the mattera on which it
would like further information.

3, That the Transport Department be advised the
experlience of members that instructions were
interpretsted differently bty the various local
officers, and request that as rulings are given
they be forwarded to the Federation for
information of members, and circulsrised to the
district officers of the Transport Depariment
so that sdministration would be on the same basis
throughout New Zesland.

L. That the Federation offer to discuss these matiers
with officers of the Transport Department, ond
arrange & time to meet them.

(The mesting adjournsd at 1 pems and resumed at 2.15 peme
Messrs.Stevens, Tidd and Horner spologised Tor belng unable
to return in the afternoon}.

SALES ThX: There wos difficulty in knowing which ltems
were subject to sales tox and the interpretation

of sales tax rulings ond regulations. -Several members had~
letters giving rulings that were not known to other manufact-
urers. Among the polnts ralsed and discussed where
difficulties hod arisen wers the fitting of an articulated
treiler to second hond chassis, disparities in the tex
payable where equipment was fitted by a trailer manufsg¢turer
as sgainst that where equipment was bought ssparetely,
exempt ions from tax of certain farming and raadmaking
equimment apparently not applicable to similar types of
vehicles used for other purposes, the difficulty of policing
"haeck yard" manufacturers, and the tendency 1f prices became
too high because of sales tox that ¢ ustomers wouwld make
troilers for their oun usas

. Mr, Tepper explained that similar discusslons
had been held by the N.Z. Motor Body Builders' Assoclation
which wes suggesting that sz in scme overseas countrles a
percentoge be charged on the sale value of 811 chassls,
instead of texing the equipment leter bullt on to the
vehicles. The Customs Department had first regarded this as
impracticable but surveys had shown. that wnder the present
system there were many vehicles on whieh no tax was collected,
gnd the matter was now belng reviewed.

After a full discussion, IT WAS RESOLVED:

1., That members of the Federation be asked to
notify rulings on sales tax glven te then by
the Customs Department so that these could be
studled ond compared. :

2, That particular points needing clarification be
token up with the Head Office of the Customs
Department and reguest made thet future rulings
be notified to the Federation, ond to the
Collectors of Customs throughout New Zealand so
that there 1s consistency in sdministration.

3. That as sooh as possible the Federation
circularise members as to the interpretations
given, and arrange to receive coples of future
rilines an as to keep manbers informed.
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L. That the Secretary confer with the Secretary of
the Motor Body Bullders' Association and obtain
detalls of the submissions in regard to the taxing
of chassis instead of completed vehicles with a
view to the Federation supporting these represent-
ations an’ prepering s case on similar lines.

PUBLICITY : Bogeuse of interest to the public and to
' allied trades of the formation of the
Federation, IT WAS RESCLVED that information be supplied to
various trode marzzines snd to the press.

LENFTH OF ARTICULATED VEHICLES: Mr. Domett referred to & recent
suzgeation that the permitted overall length
of articulated wvehicles be inereased frem 36 ft. to LO ft.
Therc was a full discussion of the ecircunstances in which a
longer vehicle woild be suitable, snd its limitations and
dangera if uvsed cirept 'nder ‘desl conditions.

IT v..3 RESOLVED (Mr. Tapper/Mr.Domett) that
the Federation foivard 4o the Commissioner of Transport the
recormendations: (a) hat the use of articulated vehicles
up to 4O ft. in overall length be permitted in certein areas,
and that a system be introduced of grading and gazetting roads
onwhich the use of these wehicles be prohibiteds (b} That
the buoildi ¢l articulated wvehicles exceedinz the overall
length of 36 Cft. ct present permitted be subject to a specisl
perml: issued in relation to a spescified use op area,

CLOSING REMARKS: The Chairman thanked members for attending
the mzeting end said he was confident that
the formation of the Federation was s forward move that would
be eof benefit to t!: industry and contritute to rosd safety
and efficlency in i»ansport. Thanks were slso expressed to
the Secretary for the interest taken in matters discussed.
Others present join.d in the confidence expressed by the
Chairman in the futvre of the Federstion and a vote of thanks
was passed to him for the way in which the meeting had been
handled and the prelimirary work put into the organisation.
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